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Remarks 



Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the present U.S. Patent 
application as amended herein. Claims 29 and 34 have been amended. Claims 32 and 37 
have been canceled. No claims have been added. Thus, claims 29-31, 33-36 and 38 are 
pending. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 29-38 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-46 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,712,468. A terminal disclaimer is submitted herewith. Accordingly, Applicants 
request that the double patenting rejection be withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections -35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

Claims 29-31, 33-36 and 38 were rejected as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,106,1 19 issued to Edwards {Edwards). Claims 32 and 37 have been canceled. 
Therefore, the rejection of claims 32 and 37 is moot. For at least the reasons set forth 
below, Applicants submit that claims 29-31, 33-36 and 38 are not anticipated by 
Edwards. 

Claims 32 and 37 were not rejected as being anticipated by Edwards, but were 
only rejected under the double patenting doctrine. The subject matter of canceled claims 
32 and 37 has been incorporated into independent claims 29 and 34, respectively. 
Accordingly, Applicants submit that claims 29 and 34 are not anticipated by Edwards. 
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Claims 30, 31 and 33 depend from claim 29 and claims 35, 36 and 38 depend 
from claim 34. Because dependent claims include the subject matter of the claims from 
which they depend, Applicants submit that claims 30, 31, 33, 35, 36 and 38 are not 
anticipated by Edwards, 

Conclusion 

For at least the foregoing reasons, Applicants submit that the rejections have been 
overcome. Therefore, claims 29-31, 33-36 and 38 are in condition for allowance and 
such action is earnestly solicited. The Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the 
undersigned by telephone if such contact would further the examination of the present 
application. Please charge any shortages and credit any overcharges to our Deposit 
Account number 02-2666. 



Respectfully submitted, 

BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN, LLP 




Paul A. Mendonsa 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 42,879 
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